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2006/2007
The 2005/06 Committee of the History Council of WA was as follows: 

Associate Professor Jenny Gregory (President), Dr Sue Graham-Taylor (Vice President), Dr Bobbie Oliver (Secretary), Mr. Robert Mitchell (Treasurer) and Committee Members; Mr Glen Bennett, Ms Jennie Carter, Dr Jean Chetkovich, Ms Jenny Edgecombe, Ms Margaret Hamilton, Dr Mary Anne Jebb, Ms Ruth Marchant James, Ms Felicity Morel-Ednie-Brown, Ms Moira Mulligan, Ms Maureen Perkins, Mr Glen Stasiuk and Ms Lise Summers
During the year the resignation of    was accepted with regret.

At the end of July 2007 membership stood at 103.

Reports of Sub-committees to 30 June 2007
Executive

Convenor, President, Jenny Gregory

The History Council’s Strategic Plan developed in 2004 continues to guide our activities and provide a measure of our achievements.

To encourage recognition by the State Government of the History Council of WA’s role as the state’s peak History body, good progress was made in establishing formal lines of communication with parliamentarians and government agencies. Meetings were held with the former Premier Hon Dr Geoff Gallop, Hon Sheila McHale, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Tourism, Culture and the Arts, and Hon Barbara Scott MLC, Shadow Minister for Children, Culture and the Arts. Relevant agencies were identified and meetings held with the Department of Premier and Cabinet, Department of Culture and the Arts, Department of Education, the State Library of WA, the WA Museum and the Curriculum Council. A questionnaire regarding attitudes to history was sent to all members of parliament, with the result that a number have joined the History Council. More limited progress was made in encouraging corporations in the private sector to recognise the value of taking history into account in their decision-making.

The extent of the tasks to be undertaken led to the development of two working parties.

The Events Working Party, convened by Margaret Hamilton, organised a number of events to assist in raising the profile of the History Council of WA and to inform our members on relevant issues. 

· 12 August 2006, “Sunriser” to commemorate Perth’s 177th Year of Foundation with Ruth Marchant-James, followed by a tour of Perth Town Hall, an event organised in conjunction with the City of Perth.

· 22 October 2006, ‘Mapping Western Australia’s History?’ with Mr Glen Stasiuk, Dr Phillip Playford, Ms Felicity Morel-EdnieBrown and Mr Steve Howell, held at the State Library.
· 29 November 2006, Tour of the Treasury Buildings and Christmas Sundowner held at the WA Club.
· 23 February 2007, Sundowner at the Old Observatory Building to congratulate Sue Davenport and Peter Johnson authors of Cleared Out. First Contact in the Western Desert, winner of the 2006 WA Premier’s WA History Book Award.
· 30 March 2007, ‘History in the Pub’ – with the theme “Entertaining History” and three presenters: Dr Grant Stone, Quirks in Australian comic books, Dr Toby Burrows, The History of Rock Music in Western Australia and Mr Ivan King, The History of the Maj Collection, held at the Hyde Park Hotel, North Perth.
· 12 May 2007, Northbridge History Studies Day, a Joint event with the Northbridge History Project, held at the State Library.

The History and Schools Working Party, convened by initially Glen Bennett and then Bobbie Oliver and with the assistance of the Executive and the Advocacy Sub-Committee, was active in advocacy and subsequent negotiation with the Minister for Education and the Curriculum Council of WA regarding the place of History in schools.  While the focus was on the History Council’s opposition to the proposed History: Ancient and Modern Year 12 Course of Study, Bobbie Oliver and Moira Mulligan also made a positive contribution as advisors to a committee set up by the Department of Education and Training to determine the minimal history content that should be taught in Year's K-10 in WA. As well Glen Bennett and Jenny Gregory contributed to the Northbridge History Project School Curriculum Sub-Committee of the Department of Premier and Cabinet. Felicity Morel-Ednie-Brown is Director of the project and the Sub-Committee is working closely with the Department of Education and Training.

The former Premier Hon Dr Geoff Gallop, arranged for the Constitutional Centre of WA to provide support for the History Council in the form of provision of a meeting room, facilities for public meetings, and a mailing address.  We continue to be very grateful for this on-going support by Director Ms Betty O’Rourke and her staff. 

The provision of a separate office for the History was not considered a priority. The Executive Officer has worked from home; a laptop computer, laser printer and filling cabinet were purchased for her use, and appropriate systems were established to maintain the History Council’s accounts, records and membership files.

To continue its work the Council has determined that it must generate revenue in addition to income from membership subscriptions to meet the Council’s objectives including the employment of an Executive Officer and the eventual establishment of an office. This objective was addressed through negotiations with the WA History Foundation Inc. and these negotiations are progressing towards a satisfactory conclusion.

Advocacy Sub Committee

Convenor, Sue Graham-Taylor

During 2006–07 the Advocacy sub-committee identified a range of issues in public and professional areas that required advocacy. These issues were brought to our attention through media reports, professional knowledge and member advice. The sub committee provided advice, action and response in consultation with the History Council Committee. Action took the form of letters, direct approaches to the Premier, relevant Government ministers, Members of Parliament, government agencies and the media. In the period 2005–06 the History Council advocated for

· The teaching of history and the history syllabus in secondary schools

· The preservation of rock art on the Burrup Peninsula

· The preservation and adequate housing of history collections – Western Australian Museum, Museum of Childhood.

· The urgent requirement for an Archives Repository

· Creating awareness of the role of the History Council through meetings with key Ministers, Members of Parliament, departmental and local government officials and through a Questionnaire sent to all Members of Parliament.

The committee also monitored structural changes within the State Library as they impact on the JS Battye of WA History.

Indigenous sub committee

Convenor, Moira Mulligan

The subcommittee developed and implemented the following protocol: 

· That at all History Council organised public events/functions there is ‘acknowledgement of country’ and that the recommended wording be adhered to.

· That at any History Council organised public events/functions, where there is an entry charge, the cost of a ‘Welcome to Country’ be incorporated into the entry charge. 

Members of the sub committee also drew up a list of community groups, institutions and individuals who will be approached to ascertain the following:

· Their perspective of indigenous history?

· Are indigenous perspectives represented in history?

· What can be done to raise awareness of indigenous history within the general community?

· What can be done to raise awareness of an indigenous perspective of history?

Communications Sub Committee

Convenor, Jenny Edgecombe

This sub committee plans the newsletter layout and content, assigning responsibility for supplying items. The Editor maintains a timetable of reminding wider Committee and Sub-Committee members before the due date, then develops the final design, acquires photographs, writes additional items that may be needed, arranges the items using the template and orchestrates final checking and publication. Distribution is handled by the Executive Officer. Three Newsletters were produced and distributed to members and other organisations in 2005 and two were produced in 2006, with a regular schedule established for producing four newsletters annually. 

A website was established 2004 and the Executive Officer and the Communications Sub-Committee Convenor regularly updated and published items on it. Work began on revising and improving the appearance of the website.

The Communications sub committee was initially responsible for developing and distributing media releases. However it proved more effective and expedient for media releases to be handled by the Advocacy Committee and Executive. The sub-committee continued to develop and distribute information/promotional materials to appropriate outlets as requested, and to check membership application and renewal forms regarding areas of public expertise on a regular basis.

Community Liaison Sub Committee

Convenor, Helen Henderson 

The purpose of this sub committee is to facilitate co-ordination between the various organisations engaged in history and develop partnership relationships with relevant organisations. A number of organisations not currently members of the History Council of WA were identified. Although it was agreed that it is not appropriate to form partnerships unless tied to particular projects, letters seeking meetings to explore how each of the identified organisations could mutually support each other’s endeavours and if possible arrange exchange of newsletters were sent. 

As a result the W A Local Government Association invited the President to address regional meetings to inform them about the History Council of WA. To the end of June 2006 the President had addressed two metropolitan meetings — South Metropolitan Zone and Central Metropolitan Zone. In addition, the Convenor met with members of two History Council of WA member organisations, the Curator of the Claremont Museum and the full Committee of the Melville Historical Society and explained our aims and activities.

The President and Executive Officer attended a meeting of State History Councils in Sydney in July 2005 and established valuable relationships with those bodies. Through the efforts of the Sub-committee the History Council received newsletters and E-Bulletins from the Federation of Australian Historical Societies and other State History Councils. 

Membership Sub Committee

Convenor, Robert Mitchell 
The goal of the Membership Committee is to increase membership annually and to achieve participation of a significant number of ordinary members in Council sub-committees and working parties. It has achieved this goal by efficiently obtaining and managing Council membership information. Costs were reduced by electronic distribution of the newsletter and the use of email to keep members informed at short notice of events, activities and issues. 

During the past financial year membership increased within the five per cent annual target. Although the increase was small in actual numbers there was an increase in organisational memberships, which was in keeping with the Council's vision of operating as a peak body. Procedures and processes are in place for membership renewal and payment.

By recording interests and availability as part of the membership documentation, membership records enabled committees to recruit and select suitable volunteers and thus expand participation of ordinary members in Council sub-committees and working parties.

Executive, the Executive Officer(s) and committees developed, trialled and implemented guidelines for the effective operation of Council sub-committees and working parties. Procedures continue to be refined and incorporated into appropriate documentation to ensure the effective and efficient conduct of Council business.

Professional Sub Committee

Convenor, Jean Chetkovich

One of the objectives of this subcommittee is to advocate for the involvement of appropriately experienced historians on government bodies where it is deemed appropriate for a history perspective to be taken into account in their deliberations. Efforts in this direction saw Bobbie Oliver and Malcolm Traill appointed to the Lotterywest Communities Histories Grants Panel, Ed Jaggard to the judging panel of the WA Premier’s Book Awards and Ron Davison to the ArtsWA Peer Assessment Panel. They joined at least fourteen other History Council members who already serve on boards or panels.
The History Council also successfully encouraged the establishment of a system of Western Australian history awards. The WA Premier’s Award for Western Australian history is now well established and was awarded in 2005 and 2006.

The Subcommittee also developed a Code of Ethical Practice for the Council that takes into account ethics of Indigenous history research and the question of conflict of interest.

…………………

I thank all retiring members — Ms Gail Barrow and Dr Helen Henderson — for all their valuable work on the committee of the History Council.  Dr Henderson played a major role in the development of the History Council’s Strategic Plan 2004-07 that guides our activities, while Ms Barrow made a valuable contribution as a member of the Indigenous sub-committee on which she will continue to serve.  

Our inaugural Executive Officer Ms Julia Ball resigned in June 2006.  Our very best wishes go with her in her move to Albany. Her efficient support was invaluable to the smooth working of the History Council. Ms Julia Wallis was appointed in her place as Executive Officer (0.2) in June 2006. 

We are grateful for the continuing support of the WA History Foundation whose seeding grant to the History Council made possible the engagement of the Executive Officer.

A/Professor Jenny Gregory

President

September 2007
