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	The Australian Government is seeking views from a wide range of people organisations and sectors on the National Cultural Policy especially on the proposed goals and strategies. You can contribute to the development of a new National Cultural Policy by making a submission.





How submissions will be used

Submissions will be used to help develop the new National Cultural Policy. If you agree, your submission may be displayed on this website.

The Office for the Arts may make contact with you for further information or for permission to quote from your submission.


How to make a submission

1. Use the template as a guide to completing your submission.

2. Complete your submission and send
by email to culturalpolicy@pmc.gov.au 
Your emailed submission must be sent in one attachment, 
as a word document or pdf which is no bigger than 10megabytes

OR

By post to National Cultural Policy
Office for the Arts
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
PO Box 6500
Canberra  ACT 2600

3. We will acknowledge the receipt of your submission by email.

If you have questions, please email culturalpolicy@pmc.gov.au or call 02 6210 2794

Submission template

Please use this as a guide for your submission.

Name*Julia Wallis, Executive Officer

Organisation History Council of Western Australia

Email*office@historycouncilwa.org.au

Phone (business hours)*0421 477 034

Do you agree to your submission being made publicly available on the www.culture.arts.gov.au website?*


Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

1. About you or your organisation

The History Council of Western Australia is the peak body for history in Western Australia, representing a range of history organisations, collecting institutions, community groups and individual members.  It regards an active engagement with history as essential to the well-being of contemporary society; recognises Western Australian history as enriched by diversity; and acknowledges that Western Australian people are custodians of their own history.

2. Do you support the development of a National Cultural Policy, and why?

A National Cultural Policy, that recognises culture at all levels of society and which is adequately resourced and supported at the highest levels, will assist in the development of key strategies and programs to resource and promote history and culture throughout Australia. In her foreword to the Britsh Arts Council September 2011  report on the role of Libraries and Museums,  Dame Liz Forgan, Chair of the British Arts Council stated “the arts and culture are absolutely central to the life of the nation, and that every individual should have the right to experience their richness as part of their life experience, personal development and wellbeing...” (http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/publication_archive/developing-great-museums-and-libraries/).  It is a sentiment we heartily endorse.

In reviewing the policy and the goals, we found that the policy is limited with respect to its engagement with cultural sector, including natural and environmental heritage and culture. The focus of the policy at the moment is almost totally limited to the performing, visual and literary arts. While art galleries and arts programs are well represented, the other organisations and institutions in the Galleries, Libraries, Archives and Museum (GLAM) sector receive a cursory reference, even though the majority of these state and national institutions (except the Australian War Memorial, and some State Archives)  come under state or national arts portfolios. The natural sciences in museums don’t feature at all. The policy should recognise that Australia's cultural institutions and activities contribute to our society and the economy, in particular by providing access to material and information which results in:

· Understanding our world today through an understanding of the past;

· Planning for the future based on knowledge of our social, cultural and environmental history;

· Informing the state of our environment and ways in which we need to act through scientific and social research;

· Building stronger communities/building social capital through an understanding of different peoples and the interrelationship of people and place.

Libraries, museums and archives are at the heart of the community. Libraries, particularl local and school libraries, reach out and provide access to arts and culture at a local level, regardless of economic status or physical or intellectual ability, through a range of services.  Archives and manuscript collections provide access to the documentary evidence of processes, policies and activities of organisations and governments, as well as the ideas, emotions and reactons of individuals.  Museums contribute to our understanding of our communities, cultures and environments.

3. What are your views about each of the four goals?

Australians should have equal opportunities to access and engage with arts and culture at a local, state and National level,  regardless of ethnicity, gender, age or location.  In support of that goal, a National policy should  provide for resourcing and support for groups and individuals that may be disadvantaged, in comparison with other groups,  due to factors such as their socio-economic environment and distance.  This resourcing and support may be via educational links and opportunities, through the Curriculum framework; infrastructure development, including regional centres, broadband and other digital initiatives; direct funding or grants; and the development of support resources, such as that provided until recently by the Collections  Council of Australia and  the Collections Australia Network, and through programs such as the Museums Australia education programs.

Digital access to and engagement with culture and the arts hould be considered as part of a range of delivery and engagement options.  Some 14% of Australiansdo not have access to the internet at home, and many more do not have reliable ongoing access, due to soio-economic and regional considerations. Many older Australians are uncomfortable using the internet.  The recent decisions to close National Archives offices in three states would have resulted in lack of access to state and national documentary collections.  Even had the National Archives the resources to digitise and maintain the collections, it is unlikely that the researchers who use the materials would have been able to access them. 

Access to arts and culture needs to be provided at many different levels - integrated into school educaion programs through the national Curriculum framework, considered as part of lifelong learning through libraries, museums and archives, and through the development of physical infrastucture.  

The History Council strongly endorses the sentiments expressed in Goal 3.  

	GOAL 1: To ensure that what the Government supports — and how this support is provided — reflects the diversity of a 21st century Australia, and protects and supports Indigenous culture

	GOAL 2: To encourage the use of emerging technologies and new ideas that support the development of new artworks and the creative industries, and that enable more people to access and participate in arts and culture

	GOAL 3: To support excellence and world-class endeavour, and strengthen the role that the arts play in telling Australian stories both here and overseas

	GOAL 4: To increase and strengthen the capacity of the arts to contribute to our society and economy


4. What strategies do you think we could use to achieve each of the four goals?

 Reflect a more holistic understanding of society.  Access to information about arts and culture should be free.

5.
How can you, your organisation or sector contribute to the goals and strategies of the National Cultural Policy?

6 
Are there any other goals you would like to see included in the National Cultural Policy?

Digital agenda is not enough – 14% of Australians do not have access to the internet at home.  Many find it very expensive.  

GLAM sector supports lifelong learning – with an ageing population, this is an increasingly important goal.

Need to provide support for the sector through access to qualifications and resourcing for collections and institutional staff.

Encourage philanthropic and private sector funding.

Believe this to be more an 'arts' policy than a cultural policy.

* Essential.
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