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16 November 2011

Mr John Hyde, MLA

Member for Perth

446 William St

Perth, WA

Dear Mr Hyde

Perth Esplanade Heritage

I am writing to you in my capacity as the President of The History Council of Western Australia, and as a member of your electorate.  The History Council of Western Australia, the peak body for history in Western Australia, is concerned to ensure that the process for the redevelopment of the Perth Esplanade follow best practice for the management of heritage sites. The Perth Esplanade has a great deal of historical significance and is a key site in the development of the foreshore and the planning of the city. As the member for Perth, can you please find out what steps have been taken to identify the heritage of the site, and incorporate it into the plans for the development of the area?

In May 2011, in reporting the preliminary registration of the Langley Park site, Heritage Minister Castrilli identified that:

“Located in the Central Business District and running alongside Riverside Drive, the parkland is an oasis that must be protected.

“The State Government is taking a proactive approach to preserving Perth’s historic places by adding them to the Heritage Register.

“Langley Park is considerable historic value for its social, cultural and recreational uses and is very worthy of heritage listing. The park contributes significantly to the Perth community’s sense of place.”

All of these statements, and more, apply to the Perth Esplanade, which was placed on the permanent register in 2003. 

So that I can fully report to my members, I am anxious to discover what alternatives have been discussed to enable informed decisions about best practice to be made for the adaptive re-use and inclusion of the Perth Esplanade, as a State registered heritage site, and the associated buildings, including the old kiosk? What advice was provided by the Office of Heritage to the Department of Planning to assist them in this process? If adaptive re-use was not recommended, we would ask what advice was provided and the rationale behind the recommendations? Do you know if the National Trust, the State's other heritage advisory body, was consulted, and what their recommendations were for the site?

It has recently been reported that, as part of the redevelopment, the old Kiosk, now used as the Grand Palace Chinese Restaurant, is to be demolished and the parts stored.  This seems premature, without a full assessment of the damage which will result from this process.  Demolition and relocation of a heritage building should only be considered as a last resort. Furthermore, I have been unable to identify any documentation which identifies what processes or resources are in place to handle any demolition of the Esplanade site itself.  As the whole of the site is heritage listed, and has a high potential for historical archaeology, any demolition that takes place must be carefully documented.  There is, for example, potential to identify the remnants of the original jetties at both Barrack St and William St, while any dredging may further damage the remains of the 1887 Bathing pavilion which graced the river.  Artefacts and remains from the lighter barges, ferries and pleasure craft which used the area may also be located.  What processes are in place to identify and log this material, if found, and where will it ultimately reside?

I look forward to your timely response,

Yours sincerely
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Lise Summers, PhD
President

Copies to:

Hon Lynn MacLaren MLC - Member for South Metropolitan Region
Legislative Council, Parliament of Western Australia
7/142 South Terrace

Fremantle WA  6160

Richard Offen

Executive Director of Heritage Perth, 
Council House
GPO Box C120
PERTH  WA 6839

The Editor

The West Australian

GPO Box D162

PERTH  WA  6840

Phillipa O’Donnell
Head Programme Director - ABC

GPO Box 9994
Perth 6848

www.historycouncilwa.org.au
PO Box 1619

West Perth WA 6872

ABN 8338 3850 795

Email: office@historycouncilwa.org.au     
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