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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2016–2017 
 

The Committee of the History Council held seven regular meetings and a number of 
executive meetings in the financial year 2016/17.  In 2016 Committee meetings were held 
monthly and in 2017 we moved to a system of bi-monthly Committee meetings with an 
Executive meeting in alternate months. 
 
Executive Officer: In order to ensure that the History Council remained financially 
sustainable, the position of Executive Officer was reduced from eight to five hours per week 
in February 2017 and then was terminated in June 2017.  This was a difficult but necessary 
decision made by your Committee. Sandra Curtis, who served in this position for just over 12 
months made a very good contribution and we were disappointed to lose her services. Her 
main tasks were membership subscriptions, banking, preparation of the Quarterly Newsletter 
and monthly email round-up, assisting in setting meeting agendas and taking minutes until August 
2016. 

 
I am extremely grateful that, in preparation for the 2017/18 financial year, members of the 
Committee agreed to take on the Executive Officer’s roles. The President will set agendas. 
Committee members will take minutes on a rotational basis.  The Secretary will circulate and 
archive minutes and act as AGM Returning Officer. The Treasurer will undertake all financial 
matters, including banking.  The position of Membership Secretary has been created to 
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maintain the Membership Register, send out renewals and handle subscriptions and 
enquiries. Committee members will edit the Quarterly Newsletter on a rotating basis. The 
monthly email round-up has been dispensed with and the President will enter events of 
interest to the History Council Facebook site. Email correspondence (via 
office@historycouncilwa.org.au) will be diverted to the President who will either respond or 
circulate to relevant committee members.  
 
Three members of the Committee retired at the end of 2016/17. We will miss the valuable 
contribution made by Louise Carson (Richard III Society), Bridget Curran (City of Belmont 
Library) and Bob Reece (Fremantle History Society).   
 

A VOICE FOR HISTORY 
 
Communications: Electronic communication has become our main means of contact with 
members. Items of interest and events are posted our Facebook page, and we now have 
nearly 1000 followers. The monthly email round-up of events continued during 2016/17, but 
as members reported receiving similar material from a number of different quarters, the 
Committee decided that it should be terminated. The Quarterly Newsletters continue to be 
used to update members on matters of interest. The History Council website is proving 
difficult to manage and update and we are considering moving to a different software 
platform.   
  

ADVOCACY 
 
 
Aboriginal Heritage Act amendments and Draft Heritage Bill 2015  
 
During 2016/17 we kept a watching brief on a number of legislative changes. In 2016 the 
Heritage branch of Department of Indigenous Affairs had a structural review and 
redundancies and redeployments followed. We are hopeful that the move of the Aboriginal 
Heritage branch into the State Heritage Office as a result of the change of government in 
March 2017 will be a positive one for heritage legislation, protection and management, 
 

WA History in the WA History Curriculum:  
We have had considerable correspondence with the Minister’s Office in concert with the 
History Teacher’s Assocation of WA.  However, we have been advised that the modifications 
to the WA History Curriculum that commenced in early 2017 will remain in place until 2022 
when they will be reviewed. We remain concerned that History is no longer a stand-alone 
subject in Pre-Primary to Year 10. It has been rolled into the consolidated learning area 
HASS (Civics & Citizenship, Economics & Business, Geography and History) in the WA 
Curriculum resulting in a reduction of hours for History. Moreover, the Years 7–10 History 
course has been developed without full consideration of the historical narrative, the inclusion 
of Australia's engagement with Asia, the philosophy of the Australian Curriculum, and WA’s 
colonial past is no longer being studied in the secondary curriculum, instead being confined 
to Years 4, 5 and 6.   
 
History at Curtin University:  
We expressed concern to the Dean of Arts at Curtin University that History teaching has 
been reduced. 
 
Rottnest (Wadjemup):  
We received a supportive response from both the relevant Minister and the Premier 
regarding the need for heritage listing of Rottnest Island as a whole. Discussions between 
the Heritage Council and the Rottnest Island Authority continue and the Authority ‘is drafting 
a comprehensive Heritage Inventory for Rottnest, Our offer of assistance, has been 
forwarded to the Rottnest heritage team. 

mailto:office@historycouncilwa.org.au
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Cost of digital archival material:  
To date, we have been unsuccessful in our numerous representations to government 
regarding increased costs for digitized files at SROWA and NAA. There are continuing issues 
around limited access to Births, Deaths and Marriage records.  
 
Communication with MPs 
In view of State election in March 2017, we wrote to every Member of Parliament, relevant 
Minister, Shadow Minister and Spokesperson, as well as the Premier, to introduce or remind 
them about the History Council and our areas of interest. We had courteous responses from 
a number of members, some of whom indicated a deep interest in history. We also had an 
encouraging meeting with Michelle Roberts, in her then role as Shadow Minister for Culture 
and the Arts. We were very pleased that, in his response, the then Premier Hon Colin Barnett 
underlined the ‘importance of acknowledging our past when planning for the future’ and 
commended our work. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY 
Finance: The History Council was unsuccessful in its application to the WA History 
Foundation for funding to support the position of Executive Officer. The Council relied on 
accumulated funds to sustain its activities in the financial year 2016/17 and, as noted above, 
the position of Executive Officer was terminated in June 2017. 
 
Incorporated Associations Act 2015: Our Constitution Sub-committee was set up to 
consider, advise and implement the changes necessary to our existing Constitution.  We are 
grateful to Geoff Moor, who has drafted a new Constitution in compliance with this legislation. 
It is at present under consideration by the full Committee. 
 
HC Archives: The History Council was established in 2003, following several years of 
planning and community consultation.  Its archives are substantial and are currently being 
stored at Samson House in Fremantle, courtesy of the National Trust.  The State Library has 
expressed interest in adding the History Council of WA Archives to their collections.  
Considerable work needs to be done in sorting the archives before they can be deposited. 
 
Develop membership base 
Our membership register was continually updated during 2016/17 and members will be 
encouraged to renew their membership early in the 2017/18 financial year. The significant 
loss of members over the last few years is very gradually reversing.  From a low base of 22 
reported in the minutes of the 2014-15 AGM, membership increased to 69 in June 2016 and 
72 in in June 2017.  
 
Following considerable discussion and preparation of a table comparing the fees charged by 
various historical organisations (HCWA, HCSA, HCNSW, HCV, RWAHS, PHAWA, HTAWA, 
OHAAWA, Labour History Society, Fremantle History Society), it was decided to increase 
fees for 2017/18 Financial Years as shown below. 
 

2017/18 Corporate  
Large/medium  

(including government) 

$ 
Corporate small/ 

professional  
 

$ 
Household 

 

$ 
Individual 

 

$ 
Concession  

and  
Full time students 

200 100 70 45 35 

 $ 
Corporate medium/large 

 

$ 
Corporate small/ 

professional  
 

$ 
Household 

 

$ 
Individual 

 

$ 
Concession 

full-time students ONLY 
 

2016/17 150 75 50 35 20  
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EVENTS 
 
AGM and Address:  
The 2016 AGM was held on 20 October 2016 in the Great Southern Room at the State 
Library of WA.  Following the AGM, the History Council Address was given by Professor 
Jane Lydon, Wesfarmers Chair of Australian History, UWA, on ‘Humanitarians in Colonial 
Western Australia’. 
Battye Library’s 60th Anniversary:  
At the celebrations at the Battye Library on Wednesday 14 December 2016, speeches were 
given by Hon John Day Minister for Culture and the Arts, Jenny Gregory, President HCWA, 
Amanda Curtin novelist, and Margaret Allen, CEO and State Librarian. 
 
City of Perth Portal Demonstration:  
Thanks to Jan McCahon Marshall we were delighted to be given a demonstration of the 
City’s new on-line Arts, Culture and Heritage Portal on 21 February 2017 at the City of Perth 
Library. 
 
Connections: State Heritage & History Conference:  
The WA Heritage & History Conference was held on 11 and 12 May 2017 at the Perth 
Concert Hall.  Convened by Callum Crofton on behalf of the State Heritage Office, both 
Bobbie Oliver, our Vice President, and I were members of the Conference Advisory 
Group. The Conference as a whole was very successful attracting 384 delegates to hear 
papers in four parallel sessions. The History Council session attracted around 70 delegates 
to learn about the New Directions in History. Papers were presented by Cindy Solonec on 
New Trends in Aboriginal History, Cathy Baron and Maree Whitely on the challenges facing 
History teachers in the implementation of the new curriculum; and Samantha Owen and 
Jenny Gregory on trends and issues in the teaching and research of history in Western 
Australia’s universities. Innovative new directions were showcased by Jan McCahon 
Marshall and Yolanda Millar (City of Perth) who discussed ‘Found Perth¹, a digital map 
utilizing historical records to display the history of every lot in the city, and Helen Munt who 
discussed the very successful inaugural History Slam presented by the Professional 
Historians Association (WA) during Heritage Week in October 2016. 

 
City of Perth Arts, Culture & Heritage Strategy stakeholder forum: 
I attended this forum on behalf of the Committee on 2 June 2017. It was one of several 
facilitated forums with input from various stakeholders. The forum had to be reminded that 
history was a vital part of both culture and heritage.  A draft strategy is to be sent out for 
public consultation. 
 
National Archives of Australia Perth Consultative Forum 
We continue to have representation on this forum and have expressed concern regarding the 

size of the increase in cost of digital files, heavily researched by Western Australians, elitist, 
disadvantages regional researchers and genealogists who cannot attend NAA office.   
 
State Records Office 
We have also expressed concern about increased charges for digital material. 

 
 
I thank all members of the Committee for their enthusiasm and hard work. Their commitment 
as well as the support of members is essential for our continuing work as the peak body 
representing history in Western Australia.  
 
I also thank the University of Western Australia Club where our meetings were held in 2016 
and the National Trust for allowing us to hold our meetings at the Old Observatory in 2017. 
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The Council was established to advance the practice and place of history at all levels and in 
all settings and to advocate historical interests on behalf of the whole community. These 
important aims continue to guide our activities. 
 
Professor Jenny Gregory AM 
President 
 
 
 


